
 

VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
21 FEBRUARY 2018 

7:30 P.M. 
PUBLIC HEARING & 
REGULAR MEETING  

MINUTES 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster held a Public Hearing at 7:30 P.M on February 21, 2018 followed by a 
Regular Meeting at 7:31 P.M., or as soon thereafter as time permits, at Village Hall, 50 Main Street, Brewster, NY 
10509.   

Attendees:  Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini 
Trustees; Mary Bryde, Tom Boissonnault, George Gaspar 
Village Engineer:  Todd Atkinson  
Village Counsel: Jennifer Herodes Anthony Molé  
Clerk & Treasurer: Peter Hansen 
Police Chief: John Del Gardo 

Pledge to flag 

Notation of Exits 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the meeting, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

Public Hearing  

For the purpose of obtaining public input in regard to amending Village Code Chapter 205: Solid Waste (proposed local 
law 1 of 2018) …revising definitions, text, restrictions, and various sections of code to improve the health, safety and 
general welfare of the Village of Brewster and its inhabitants. 

 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the public hearing, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

 

Public comment 

Rick Stockburger says the recycling law was changed according to the contractor but he can’t find any law that was 
changed.   

Deputy Mayor Piccini offers to do a background on the amended law as proposed tonight.  Deputy Mayor Piccini says 
the appearance of our trash on the streets is irregular and unsightly.  Online rumors abound about plastic bags not 
allowed for recycling so further research was needed.  The Village of Brewster was not notified of any changes by 
Suburban Carting although they claim to have notified us.  The Town of Southeast says the carter initiated the need 
supposedly because the transfer station is pushing this because plastic bags are not recyclable and may jam up their 
machinery.    The end results from Suburban Carting is that anything put in a plastic bag becomes garbage and is no 
longer recycling.  There is no law driving the use (or non-use) of plastic bags for recycling but we will need to comply 
and stop using plastic bags for recycling and only use containers.  Deputy Mayor Piccini continues saying part of this 
new law will prohibit the use of plastic bags for single stream recycling.   

Rick Stockburger asks if the contractor will give us any rebate for the unilateral change to the contract, if nothing is 
offered then make them pick up plastic bags.   

Deputy Mayor Piccini says the new law as amended for consideration this evening says in 205-7 loose and comingled 
recyclables clarifies that they not to be contained in plastic bags.   

Marti Foster asks how recyclables should be readied for pickup.  Deputy Mayor Piccini says to put recyclables in any 
“bin” labeled recycling. 

Deputy Mayor says the intention of the revisions to Chapter 205 is to clean up the mess that appears on our streets.  
Times to put out the garbage and take the empty cans back in are called out.  Deputy Mayor Piccini says these rules 
need to be followed if this law is adopted. 



 

Marti Foster asks for a summary of changes to Chapter 205 because the revisions are not readily apparent.  Deputy 
Mayor Piccini says some definitions have changed, packaging peanuts are not recyclable, no plastic bags for garbage 
shall be left on the street outside a container, similarly recyclables shall be loose and in a separate container and not 
in a bag.   Stephanie Fiorentino asks if cardboard needs to be put out in a certain way.  Deputy Mayor Piccini says the 
cardboard needs to be either cut up or broken down and then tied together or placed in the recycling bin.    

 

No further public comment. 

 

Mayor Schoenig motions to close the public hearing, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

 

Regular Meeting  

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the regular meeting, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

 

1. Parade Permit Application – George Sohn 

Mr. George Sohn says they are expecting 300 to 400 people.  Mayor Schoenig motions to issue a parade permit to St. 
Lawrence Church for March 30, 2018 from 121 Main Street gathering at 7:00pm and ending the parade route 
approximately 8:45pm as described in Parade Permit Application, waiving all fees, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 
to 0. 

 

2. St. Andrews Vendor’s Fair May 5th – Stephanie Fiorentino requests a waiver of the parking rules on Saturday May 5th 
for vendors to park on the streets around St. Andrews.  Mayor Schoenig motions to waive the parking regulations for 
Michael Neuner Road, and Eastview Avenue for Saturday May 5, 2018 from 7:30am to 4:15pm, Trustee Gaspar 2nd 
all in favor 5 to 0.    Ms. Fiorentino asks if St. Andrews can put a sign up at the Wells Park entrance for a week prior 
to the event.  Mayor Schoenig motions to allow St. Andrews to put a sign up at Wells Park from April 28 through 
May 5th and remove it promptly following the event, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

3. DPW Report – Dominic Consentino – 2600 Carmel Avenue water shut off is accessible and ready to be closed if 
needed.  Mayor Schoenig asks about the dirty water complaint on Allview Avenue.  Mr. Consentino said he visited 
the location, there were no other complaints and the water was clear, so it is uncertain as to what may have caused 
it.  Mr. Consentino says he would like the Village to keep the oldest truck as a backup so we would have three trucks 
in the event one goes down during a storm which has happened on more than one occasion this winter.  Trustee 



 

Bryde asks about Saturday night’s storm.  Mr. Consentino says we worked until 3:30am.  Trustee Bryde asks if Mr. 
Consentino had seen the Ellen Avenue railroad crossing MTA report.  Mr. Consentino says he had it originally and 
forwarded it to Clerk Hansen.   Mayor Schoenig asks Mr. Consentino to arrange catch basin cleaning coordinated 
with the Town Highway Department.   Trustee Boissonnault also asked about street cleaning before Little League 
parade.  Mr. Consentino will work on arranging that as well.  Deputy Mayor Piccini suggests we notify people with a 
bill insert when we know the exact dates.  Trustee Bryde asked about Peaceable Hill Road closure.  Mr. Consentino 
says the County is doing work but the dates of closure were changed by the County because of weather and he is 
not aware of the exact dates of closure at this time.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the DPW report, Trustee 
Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

4. Monthly Reports 

4.1. Police Report – Chief Del Gardo delivers the January Police report.  Trustee Bryde asks about the bat in the 
house.  Chief Del Gardo said they helped get the bat out of the house.  Trustee Bryde asks if the vehicle 
accidents were spread out in different locations and were they related to weather.  Chief Del Gardo says they 
were not all in one location and some were on slippery roads.  Trustee Bryde says the cell phone violations 
still stun her.  Trustee Bryde notes that Stop Sign violations totaled eighty.  Chief Del Gardo says that is 
correct and they are at multiple locations as well.   Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the January Police 
report, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

4.2. Code Enforcement Report – Bill Scorca delivers the January Code Enforcement report.  Mr. Scorca says there 
are some issues with 538 N. Main where the drawing approved by the Planning Board does not match what 
was built and he is working with the property owners to rectify the problem.  The week of March 6th is a 
tentative meeting between the Property owner, Architect, Village Engineer and Code Enforcement.   Mayor 
Schoenig motions to accept the January Code Enforcement report, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

4.3. Planning Board Report – no meeting in January or February, no report. 

4.4. Engineer’s Report – Todd Atkinson delivers the January-February Engineer’s report.  Mayor Schoenig motions 
to accept the January-February Engineer’s report, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.   

4.5. Zoning Board of Appeals Report – Report of no activity submitted by ZBA Chair Todd Gianguzzi.  Mayor 
Schoenig motions to accept the ZBA report of no activity, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

5. Special event permit – Clerk Hansen says that Counsel Molé suggests handling unique requests with a Special 
Event Permit.  Mayor Schoenig motions to grant a special event permit to Moonlight Café for March 2nd and March 
3rd to allow live music for this event, waiving all fees, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  Deputy Mayor Piccini 
mentions there is another commercial business who wants to put on live music on some occasions.  Counsel 
Herodes suggests bringing the Special Event Permit requirements to the owner’s attention and any other entity 
planning to have live music on their property. 

6. Fee Schedule Amendment - tabled 

7. General Code annual code supplement No. 9 – estimated between $1,915 and $2,350 – Mayor Schoenig motions 
to approve the expenditure for the update, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  

8. Financial Report Year to Date  -  

8.1. Fund Account Transfers & Capital Fund Closings – Mayor Schoenig motions to approve transfers between 
operating funds and capital funds as detailed between Citrin Cooperman and Treasurer Hansen, closing the 
accounts of the various capital funds, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

9. Employee Handbook Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the Employee Handbook with Trustee Bryde’s changes 
incorporated, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

10. Local Law – Refuse Chapter 205 – One addition to bulk pickup section includes the provision to remove what isn’t 
collected and allows the Village to charge back the property owner if they fail to remove the items and attach any 
charge to their taxes if they fail to pay.  Deputy Mayor Piccini says we also need to remove a phrase in 205.5 B.(4) 
since Styrofoam packaging is not recyclable, it should say styrofoam recyclable containers, delete 'or packaging'.  
Trustee Gaspar says he still has a problem with the yard waste especially hedge trimmings as they are too small to 
tie together and we need some alternative to “bundling.”  Trustee Gaspar says he will continue doing it the way he 
does as loose clippings.  Trustee Gaspar motions to adopt Local Law 1 of 2018 amendments including 
modifications made at this meeting, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 



 

11. Paychex administration of Income Execution Order – Mayor Schoenig motions to approve for a charge of $3.00 per 
payroll to have Paychex administer the Income Execution Order, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

12. Village Matters Newspaper – Trustee Bryde says the copy we have is still incomplete and we need a completed 
copy and more time to review prior to giving approval.  Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to approve the Newspaper 
pending final review by the Board of Trustees via email of final copy, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

13. Correspondence Sent/Received 

13.1. January, 2018 – Trustee Bryde asks about the retroactive CPI increase from VRI to November.  Clerk Hansen 
says it is their contract end date and retroactive increases are part of the agreement.  Mayor Schoenig 
motions to accept correspondence sent received, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.   

14. Minutes for approval; 

14.1. January 17, 2018 Trustee Bryde motions to approve January 17, 2018 minutes, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all 
in favor 5 to 0 

15. Vouchers Payable – 2/7/18 – Trustee Bryde reviewed the vouchers and found everything in order. 
15.1. A -  GENERAL FUND $27,653.01 
15.2. C –  REFUSE & GARBAGE 393.36  
15.3. EN -  ENGINEERING & PROFESSIONAL FEES 2,298.01 
15.4. F -  WATER FUND 13,351.04 
15.5. G -  SEWER FUND 61,726.44 

15.6. H63 - TONETTA BROOK MARVIN AVE.HEADWALL 4,925.00 

15.7. T -  TRUST & AGENCY 3,092.56 

Total Vouchers Payable $113,439.42 
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve vouchers payable as written, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

16. Vouchers Payable - 2/21/18 Deputy Mayor Piccini reviewed the vouchers and found everything in order. 

16.1. A - GENERAL FUND $25,676.97 

16.2. C - REFUSE & GARBAGE 19,178.10 

16.3. EN - ENGINEERING FEES ESCROW 367.50 

16.4. F - WATER FUND 8,659.55 

16.5. G - SEWER FUND 18,310.88 

16.6. T - TRUST & AGENCY 5,018.24 

Total Vouchers Payable $77,211.24 

Mayor Schoenig motions to approve vouchers payable as written, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

17. Other Business 

17.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini reiterates the intention to disseminate information on garbage and recycling law 
changes through Village Matters newspaper, as inserts to the Refuse bill and by electronic means such as the 
Village website, Facebook page, and email. 

17.2. Trustee Bryde says the carting company does not do a good job in the Someday park area.  They leave 
containers tipped over on the ground, covers thrown askew.   Trustee Bryde says Suburban Carting’s 
performance according to the contract needs to improve.  Trustee Bryde says having individuals call the 
carting company are not likely going to change their behavior.   

17.3. Trustee Gaspar discusses not underwriting training at the NY Planning Association and rather do it in-
house for Planning and Zoning Boards by PACE Land Use Law Center.  Trustee Gaspar asks about Mr. Doupis 
plans for signature.  Clerk Hansen says his need is still there.  Trustee Gaspar asks about the MTA crossing 
report.  Clerk Hansen says that we are not anticipating any costs to the Village as a result of the report but it 
may work to our advantage and help accomplish one of our Comprehensive Plan goals. 

17.4. Trustee Bryde asks if Mayor Schoenig has heard from the Governor on MTA council.   Mayor Schoenig 
says the Governor still hasn’t made a decision. 

17.5. Trustee Bryde says that there are at least 3 municipal clocks off in the area, not just ours.  Clerk 
Hansen says that Verdin Company has not told us an estimated service call time frame. 

17.6. Trustee Bryde says she will attend Moonlight Café grand opening.   

17.7. Trustee Bryde offered to be of help on Relay for Life but has not heard back from anyone. 



 

18. New Business 

18.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini confirms that the Earth Day puppet show can’t happen in Wells Park because 
the Park is not yet open in April.  Trustee Boissonnault says the play areas are not ready, the bathrooms are 
not open, and some remediation needs to be done as well before opening the Park for the season. 

18.2. Mayor Schoenig says our Police vehicles have been taking a beating and the repair bills are very high.  
Mayor Schoenig says the short term goal is to purchase or lease a new car and sell one of the old vehicles to 
pay the first payment.  Mayor Schoenig says we need to put a Capital Plan for replacement cycles in for 
sidewalks, street paving, vehicles, etc.  Clerk & Treasurer Hansen says we are working on putting a Capital 
Plan in place as S&P rating is partially based on a living document. 

19. Public Comment 

19.1. Marti Foster asks if his sidewalk is the Village responsibility.  Counsel Herodes says some research 
would need to be done into property deeds to determine the answer to that. 

19.2. Rick Stockburger wants to fix his little stone retaining wall that keeps falling down but he says it is the 
Village’s wall.  Mr. Stockburger says he would pay for it but wants the Village’s permission to have work done 
or have the Village do it. 

19.3. Rick Stockburger wants to go to Saratoga for the Planning meeting at his own costs and asks if he can 
get a tax exempt form.  Treasurer Hansen says as long as the attendance is beneficial to the Village. 

19.4. Rick Stockburger asks about the former DEP Lab zoning status as it is still zoned municipal.  Mayor 
Schoenig says there is no pressing need at this time but we will be discussing the possibilities. 

19.5. Rick Stockburger asks about the status of Peaceable Hill Water and whether we need to change water 
rates.  Mayor Schoenig says separation of Peaceable Hill Water District from the Village is still some time in 
the future, perhaps a year or two away. 

20. Mayor Schoenig motions to go into executive session to discuss legal matters, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 
5 to 0.   

21. Mayor Schoenig motions to come out of executive session resume the regular meeting and adjourn, Deputy 
Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 


